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THE  ANNUAL  MONTANA  AIR  TOUR 

The  weather  man  gave  the  Montana  pilots  a break  this 
year  and  the  tour  to  Jasper.  Alberta  was  certainly  a wonder- 
ful trip. 

There  were  39  airplanes  In  the  tour  which  cleared  Great 
Falls  on  Saturday  afternoon,  September  15th.  The  overnight 
stop  at  Calgary  will  be  remembered  by  all  pilots  and  guests 
on  the  tour  in  view  of  the  entertainment  by  the  Calgary  flying 
club,  which  included  a dance  and  get-together  at  the  club 
room  on  the  airport,  sponsored  by  our  Canadian  fnends  who 
also  arranged  for  a spectacular  display  of  northern  lights. 

A lunch  stop  was  made  at  Edmonton  and  pilots  on  the 
Edmonton  airport  were  certainly  aware  of  the  tour  as  they 
were  cornered  by  a crowd  of  people  wearing  red  caps  who 
asked  numerous  questions  on  the  route  from  there  to  Jasper. 
The  flight  up  the  Athabaska  River  was  an  Impressive  intro- 
duction to  the  Canadian  Rockies. 

A search  and  rescue  detachment  ol  the  R.C.A.F.  assisted 
in  the  parking  and  servicing  of  aircraft  as  well  as  participat- 
ing in  the  Jasper  program  by  demonstrating  a staged  para- 
rescue  operation. 

An  outstanding  item  on  the  Northwest  Planning  Confer- 
ence agenda  was  a report  on  the  two-place  iet  powered  heli- 
copter by  Stanley  Hiller  who  developed  the  machine.  Every 
pilot  figured  he  would  own  one  some  day. 

A report  on  helicopter  operations  in  British  Columbia  was 
made  by  Carl  Agar  of  Vancouver,  B.  C.  Mr.  Agar  gave  a 
graphic  description  of  helicopter  operations  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  power  transmission  lines  over  inaccessible  moun- 
tain areas,  It  seems  that  these  helicopters  are  operated  on 
skids  rather  than  wheels  landing  and  taking  off  from  wooden 
platforms,  14  feet  square,  constructed  on  the  steep  mountain 
slopes.  All  materials  for  constructing  the  towers  and  install- 
ing transmission  lines  is  being  flown  to  these  platforms  by 
helicopter.  The  towers  will  be  fabricated  from  steel  and 
aluminum  sections  of  a maximum  weight  of  1,000  pounds 
and  a large  helicopter  has  been  procured  by  Mr.  Agar  to 
handle  transportation  ol  heavier  prefabricated  parts. 

Following  the  Northwest  Planning  Conference  the  more 
venturous  pilots  in  the  tour  flew  from  Jasper  to  Calgary 
through  200  miles  of  canyon  which  they  said  certainly  justi- 
fied the  potential  hazard  of  flying  the  route.  Several  pilots 
who  flew  this  route  admitted  that  there  were  limes  enroute 
that  they  doubted  their  good  judgment  in  flying  this  course. 

The  red  caps  mentioned  were  furnished  to  all  people 
participating  in  the  tour  as  evidence  of  registration,  and 
many  ol  these  caps  will  be  seen  during  the  coming  hunting 
season  this  Fall. 

Bob  Hendrickson,  President  of  the  Montana  Pilots  Asso- 
ciation. and  the  pilots  ol  Great  Falls  should  be  complimented 
on  the  way  the  tour  was  handled.  Everything  clicked  and 
everyone  hod  a good  time, 


CCA  AGRICULTURAL  AIRPLANE 

The  new  experimental  spraying  aircraft  (Ag-1)  was 
flown  by  many  pilots  in  the  state.  The  aircraft  was  dem- 
onstrated in  Billings,  Helena,  and  Missoula  on  September 
13,  14,  and  15. 

The  airplane  was  constructed  entirely  of  metal  and  pow- 
ered by  a 260  HP  flat  engine.  This  unusual  machine  had 
several  new  features  which  would  make  this  type  of  aircraft 
more  practicable  than  existing  aircraft  which  have  been 
modified  for  crop  spraying  operptions.  Among  the  features 
noted  were  the  unusually  good  visibility,  the  large  filler  caps 
for  the  spraying  tanks,  the  safely  features  of  the  cockpit  in- 
cluding overhead  longerons  which  would  protect  the  pilot  in 
case  of  a nose  over,  the  high  lilt  wing  with  slot  and  flat  com- 
bination, the  wide  gear,  and  the  general  rugged  construction 
throughout. 

It  was  noted  that  the  engine  mount  provide  ample  room 
for  maintenance  and  inspection  of  both  the  engine  and  the 
power  operated  pumps  and  agitators.  The  aircraft  is  pro- 
vided with  both  spray  tanks  and  dust  hopper. 

An  interesting  feature  was  the  elevator  design  with  the 
elevator  cut  out  so  that  the  action  would  not  be  affected  by 
the  slip  stream.  The  reason  for  this  design  was  to  remove 
the  characteristic  of  conventional  airplanes  to  nose  up  or 
down  with  a change  of  power  setting,  the  theory  being  that 
an  even  line  of  flight  could  be  better  maintained  with  vari- 
able power  application.  Many  pilots  debated  the  desir- 
ability of  this  feature  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  result  ob- 
viously reduced  the  effectiveness  of  elevator  control. 

The  tail  wheel  was  mounted  on  a long  tail  wheel  spring, 
the  thought  being  to  have  a gear  of  flexible  construction  lor 
rough  field  landing;  however,  some  pilots  maintained  that  the 
spring  board  effect  of  this  flexible  tail  wheel  mount  accounted 
for  a trend  of  the  aircraft  to  porpoise  on  landing. 

Most  pilots  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  airplane  was 
under-powered,  but  that  in  general  many  of  the  ideas  incor- 
porated in  the  ship  would  make  a definite  advancement  in 
the  development  of  a better  crop  spraying  airplane. 

It  is  probable  that  this  project  sponsored  jointly  by  the 
C.A.A..  Texas  ASM,  and  the  Flying  Farmers  will  stimulate 
production  of  several  aircraft  designed  for  the  specific  job  of 
crop  spraying. 

The  (Ag-1)  is  a valuable  contribution  to  the  advancement 
of  agricultural  aircraft  operations. 

GREAT  ODDS 

When  40  passengers  each  buy  S25.000  in  insurance 
policies  for  SI. 25  and  then  board  an  airliner,  the  insurance 
company  is  betting  one  million  dollars  to  the  passengers' 
fifty  that  air  travel  is  safe.  Last  year  the  scheduled  airlines 
carried  17,300,000  revenue  passengers  with  an  unequaled 
fatality  rate  of  1.1  deaths  per  100  million  passenger  miles 
flown.  These  are  far  better  odds  than  automobile  travel  af- 
fords. (Quote)  West  Virginia  New  Letter. 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  STATE  AVIATION  OFFICIALS 

PURPOSE  "To  footer  aviation  as  an  Lmltutry,  as  a mode  of  transportation  for  persons  and  property  and  os  an  arm  of 
the  national  defense;  to  Join  with  the  Federal  Government  and  other  groups  In  research,  development,  and  od\anreiuent  of  avia- 
tion; to  develop  uniform  aviation  laws  and  regulations;  and  to  otherwise  encourage  co-operation  and  mutual  old  among  the  sev- 
eral states." 

Montana  snnni.  of  mines,  library 


PLANE  SEIZURE  LIENS  PROVED  FOR 
CUSTOMS  VIOLATlSis 
? ? ? ? ? 

The  Department  ol  Justice  on  behalf  o(  thd  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  is  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Administrative  Procedure  Act  to  permit  immigration  of- 
ficers to  put  a lien  against  and  seize  an  aircraft  in  certain 
cases  of  nonpayment  or  attempted  evasion  of  customs 
charges.  The  amendment  was  published  in  the  September 
20  Issue  of  the  Federal  Register,  and  written  comments  or 
arguments  will  be  accepted  through  October  tenth  by  the 
Commissioner  ol  Immigration  and  Naturalization,  Room  1063, 
Tempo  X,  Washington  25,  D.  C.— September  21,  1951,  Ameri- 
can Aviation  Daily. 

NOTE;  While  amendments  are  being  made  to  this  act 
it  would  certainly  help  border  clearance  if  arrangements 
could  be  made  to  stagger  hours  of  duty  for  customs  and  Immi- 
gration personnel  in  such  a manner  that  a private  pilot  clear- 
ing the  border  would  not  have  to  pay  two  days  wages  for  15 
minutes  work  of  the  custom  official  alter  hours  or  on  holidays. 
A pilot  on  our  recent  air  tour  paid  S35.00  to  clear  customs  in 
Great  Falls  on  Sunday.  You  could  write  your  Congressman 
on  this. 

CIGARETTE  LIGHTERS  AT  ALTITUDE 

(quote) 

"We  had  quite  an  experience  Involving  clgaretle  lighters 
and  1 am  writing  you  the  details  of  thin  experience  for,  by 
chance,  a disaster  might  be  averted." 

"We  are  flying  about  14,000  it.  The  cigarette  lighter 
was  a newer  type  with  liquid  naptha  (there  was  no  cotton, 
but  the  liquid  was  free  in  the  container,  although  there  was  a 
wick).  My  friend  casually  reached  for  his  lighter  and  as  he 
opened  the  cap,  all  the  liquid  naptha  was  forced  out  through 
the  wick  due  to  the  lack  of  air  pressure  on  the  exterior.  It  wa3 
cold  at  that  altitude  and  the  vents  were  all  closed.  Fortunate- 
ly. he  did  not  turn  his  flint  wheel  so  no  fire  followed  but  the 
naptha  fumes  filled  the  cabin  and  some  naptha  was  forced 
around  on  our  clothes.  I quickly  opened  the  wing  vents,  get- 
ting suiftcient  air  into  the  cabin  to  dissipate  the  naptha 
fumes." 

"It  is  rather  my  opinion  that  had  my  friend  turned  his 
Hint  wheel  on  the  lighter  immediately  following  the  naptha 
being  forced  out,  that  we  could  have  had  some  trouble." 

— Flight  Safety  Foundation  Bulletin. 

CANBERRA  CROSSES  ATLANTIC  WESTBOUND  IN  4:18:30 

The  English  Electric  Canberra  landed  at  Gander,  New- 
foundland, today  with  a new  westward  Atlantic  crossing 
record  of  four  hours  1 8 Va  minutes,  about  18V5  minutes  better 
than  the  previous  record,  also  set  by  a Canberra.  The  plane, 
piloted  by  Roland  P.  Beaumond  of  English  Electric,  averaged 
about  481  miles  per  hour  over  a 2,100  mile  route  from  Alder- 
grove,  Northern  Ireland.  Strong  headwinds  on  the  second 
half  of  the  trip  tacked  an  estimated  five  to  eight  additional 
minutes  on  the  flight  time.  The  plane  is  en  route  to  The 
Glenn  L.  Martin  Co.'s  plant  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  it  is 
scheduled  to  arrive  tomorrow. — Aug.  31.  1951,  American 
Aviation  Daily. 

UAL  CONTRACTS  INSTRUMENT  TRAINING 
FOR  100  NEW  PILOTS 

United  Air  Lines  has  contracted  with  Clinton  Aviation 
Company  at  Stapleton  Airport  to  handle  instrument  flight 
training  of  100  new  pilots  in  two  place  Cessnas.  This  is  the 
first  time  since  World  War  II  that  UAL  has  found  it  necessary, 
because  of  pilot  shortages  and  high  utilization  of  its  regular 
aircraft,  to  farm  pilot  training  outside  the  company.  Training 
will  be  handled  over  a period  of  several  months.  After 
qualifying  for  the  instrument  rating  the  new  pilots  will  be  put 
through  regular  first  oificer  training  for  assignment  to  Douglas 
DC-3  operations. — August  27,  1951,  American  Aviation  Daily. 


DOUGLA»5S8-ll  TOPS  WORLD  ALTITUDE 
WCORD  UNOFFICIALLY 

The  world  altitude  record  set  by  Capts.  Orvll  Anderson 
und  Albert  Stevens  <72.394Jeel.  1935)  has  been  topped  un- 
officially by  tho«  Nervy's  Douglas  D-558-1 1 Skyrocket  special 
research  plane,  the  Navy  disclosed.  The  exact  altitude  at- 
tained by  the  D-55f3U;  \yas  not  revealed,  but  sources  indi- 
cated that  it  was  well  above  the  Anderson-Stevens  record. 

The  Navy  also  said  that  the  plane  reached  a speed  of 
1,000  miles  per  hour  while  climbing  to  its  record  altitude. 

The  plane  was  again  piloted  by  Bill  Bridgeman,  Douglas 
test  pilot,  who  earlier  this  yeaT  had  bettered  the  previous 
speed  record  attained  by  the  Bell  X-l.  The  D-558-1 1 was 
launched  from  a Boeing  B-29  at  35  000  feet.— Aug.  31.  1951, 
American  Aviation  Daily. 


AIR  SHOW  TRAGEDY 

A stunting  plane  flew  into  a crowd  ol  spectators  at  an 
air  show  at  Flagler,  Colorado  on  September  15,  resulting  in 
the  death  of  twenty  persons  and  the  Injury  of  twenty  or  more 
others.  This  tragic  incident  should  make  every  pilot  ponder 
on  the  questionable  value  of  the  circus  type  oi  air  show  to  the 
advancement  of  aviation. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  a similar  incident  occurred  at  an 
air  show  in  Great  Falls  at  which  time  three  air  force  bombers 
collided  over  the  fair  grounds  resulting  in  the  death  of  the 
crews  of  two  bombers  and  the  death  of  several  spectators. 

It  may  also  be  recalled  that  only  a 3hort  time  ago  a stunt 
pilot  was  killed  while  putting  on  an  acrobatic  show  at  Three 
Forks. 

The  Montana  Aeronautics  Commission  requires  that  any 
group  or  agency  sponsoring  an  airshow  must  obtain  specific 
authority  for  the  show  and  have  the  program  approved  be- 
fore conducting  an  air  show  in  Montana.  This  regulation 
was  made  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  attention  of  air 
show  sponsors  the  possible  hazards  which  may  arise  in  con- 
ducting an  air  show. 

All  Montana  pilots  are  urged  to  support  the  Commission 
in  trying  to  discourage  the  spectacular  type  of  air  show.  The 
Civil  Aeronautics  Board  and  the  CAA  are  taking  action  to 
discourage  stunting  at  air  shows,  and  it  is  possible  that  CAA 
regulations  will  be  effected  in  the  near  future  which  will  pre- 
vent the  type  of  flying  that  results  in  tragedies  such  as  have 
happened  in  the  past  at  air  shows. 

The  CAB  is  to  be  complimented  on  their  immediate  ac- 
tion on  this  matter. 


ANNUAL  FLYING  FARMERS  CONVENTION— SHELBY 

The  Annual  Flying  Farmers  Convention  will  be  held  In 
Shelby  on  October  5th  and  6th.  The  Shelby  Junior  Chamber 
of  Commerce  is  sponsoring  the  program.  All  Flying  Farmers 
are  urged  to  attend. 

Comment  has  been  made  by  flying  farmers  in  the  past 
that  they  would  be  more  than  glad  to  have  flight  operators 
attend  their  meeting.  These  two  groups  have  many  interests 
m common  and  pilots  throughout  the  state  are  invited  to  at- 
tend this  annual  get  together. 

Reservations  may  be  made  by  writing  to  the  Junior 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Shelby. 


NEW  RESERVE  PROGRAM 

In  another  conference  with  1,000  reservists,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Air  Force.  Eugene  Zuckert.  outlined  a new. 
recently  completed  reserve  program  which  extends  through 
1958.  Features  of  the  program  include  resumption  of  reserve 
High!  training,  a new  promotion  system,  activation  of  more 
than  100  special  reserve  correspondence  courses.  Zukert  did 
not  discuss  active  duty  recall  plans.— August  27.  1951,  Ameri- 
can Aviation  Daily. 
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